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describes his wife and children " as setting up for principality/' which suited them no better than fine clothes do an ape. The Protector's daughters according to her were "insolent fools," with one exception. The exception was Bridget, the eldest, who after the death of her first husband, Ireton, became the wife of Lieutenant-General Fleetwood. She alone "was humbled and not exalted with these things."
Elizabeth Claypole, the Protector's second and favourite daughter, was in her father's opinion in danger " of being cozened with worldly vanities and worldly company/' while some of the sharp sayings attributed to her account for Mrs. Hutchinson's severe judgment. On the other hand we have the evidence of James Harrington, the author of Oceana, that " she acted the part of a princess very naturally, obliging all persons with her civility, and frequently interceding for the unhappy." Harrington owed to her the restoration of the confiscated manuscript of Oceana, and she often interceded with her father on behalf of imprisoned Royalists. Perhaps it was owing to this that, when the bodies of the Protector and Admiral Blake and many other great Parliamentarians were exhumed from their graves in Westminster Abbey, hers was left undisturbed, and lies there still.
Mary, the third daughter, who was born in 1637, married Thomas Belasyse, Lord Fauconberg, in November, 1657, while Frances, the youngest, became in the same month the wife of Robert Rich, grandson of the Earl of Warwick,